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Message from the Editor

Welcome to the fisrt issue of Endpoint for 2013. | have to start with giving an apology for the tardiness
of this issue which was originally scheduled for late 2012. A number of reports in Endpoint come out of

our Council meetings however over time it appears that the scheduled publication dates for Endpoint and

the scheduling of Council meetings have become more and more dissociated. | have therefore flagged

some changes with the timing of future issues of Endpoint so they are synchronised with Council

meetings in the future.

Once again | also have to pass on all my thanks to our representatives who have provided submissions
for this issue. Of course without the effort on the part of these people there would be no Endpoint.

Everyone has probably heard that Queensland is following the lead of other States by recommencing a
uranium mining industry. Premier Campbell Newman announced the establishment of a Uranium Mining
Implementation Committee (UMIC) which will report on a best practice framework for the regulation of
uranium mining in Queensland. | am pleased to have been selected to participate in the secretariat for
the UMIC to develop recommendations on the environmental regulation of uranium mining. The
committee (and a select few from the secretariat) have been travelling around Australia visiting existing
and closed uranium mines including Ranger and Mary Kathleen mines.

One of the most enjoyable aspects of being the editor for Endpoint is getting to see the news early from

our Counci l and members. It was with great pride and joy
to the Independent Expert Scientific Committee to Advise on Coal Seam Gas and Large Coal Mining. Not

only is this a great achievement for Dayanthi but also demonstrates the growing influence of SETAC AU

in the science world and in the community more generally.

In a similar vein, | was also extremely pleased to hear about the election of Ross as the President of

Science and Technol ogy Australia (STA). Rossds appointmen
Over the years Ross has been very active in the participation of ASE and now SETAC AU with STA (and

the former FASTS). In particular Ross has been a great advocate for our involvement in Science Meets

Parliament (SMP) over the years.

Whil e mentioning SMP, make sure you read Tombés report on
Friendship Group for Science looks like a very positive and exciting development for all involved in a
scientific endeavour. | am also very jealous of the cocktail party.

| trust everyone had a safe and happy Christmas and you took the opportunity to take some time out to
be with family and friends. | expect a lot of us had a very hectic 2012 and needed some time to relax
and refresh to get ready for a prosperous and successful 2013.

David Everett (david.everett@ehp.gld.gov.au )
Editor
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From La Presidenta

Welcome to our February issue of EndPoint.

Appointment to IESC for the Federal
Government

I will begin this report with some personal
news which is very closely related to the work e
we do through SETAC Au. | am honoured to

have been appointed to the INDEPENDENT
EXPERT SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE TO ADVISE
ON COAL SEAM GAS AND LARGE COAL
MINING by the Hon. Tony Burke, Minister for
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population
and Communities. The media release was on

the 27 ™ of November and my biodata includes
that | am the current President of our Society. At the conference dinner in Kumamoto it was

| will do my best to serve the interests of the announced, as agreed by Council email vote
environment and aim at minimising water that the next SETAC AP meeting would be held
pollution from mining through the work of this in conjunction with the SETAC Au meeting in

committee which will work very closely with Adelaide. | gave a short presentation at the
the Office of Water Science in Canberra. | am closing ceremony on behalf of the Adelaide

unsure who nominated me, but | am truly organisers on the fAattract.i
grateful for this opportunity to emerge from order to encourage SETAC AP members to

the sidelines and hope we can contribute to attend in 2014.

ensure sustainable practice.

Soon after most international visitors had left

T the typhoon hit and Kumomoto was battered
by rain and winds T | had chosen that very
day to take a post  -conference trip up Ahso
Mountain i a live volcano, and to say it was an
interesting visit would be an understatement!

SETAC North America in Longbeach was held

Conferences in November and though I did not attend | am
assured that it was an excellent meeting
SETAC AP although with a lower number of attendees

than other years.
The SETAC Asia Pacific 2012 conference in

Kumomoto was a great success, we had great SETAC EU will be in Glasgow 2013 in May as
plenaries, scientific talks and pOSterS, the usual and | hope several of our members
venue was excellent, the catering was submitted abstracts by the deadline of 30 i
interesting (| had my fill of Japanese Bento November. It was while submitting an abstract
boxes!) and we made a lot of new Japanese that | realised that the new RMIT gmail
friends, while Ieal‘ning that exact tlmlng for System does not recognise the email |

social events was paramount! Several SETAC registered with SETAC i so | have had no
Au members chaired sessions and.delivered updates from SETAC global or the Globe since
excellent oral and poster presentations. August!

Kumamato itself was a beautiful city and the

free tour of the castle a highlight of the SETAC Au Melbourne 2013

conference. | was fortunate to join the

Minimata symposium and the opportunity to We are progressing with the organisation of
visit Minimata, and listen to a speaker who Melbourne 2013 as detailed in the

was affected by Hg poisoning and Minimata advertisement on page 14. | would encourage
disease was a chance in a lifetime. All as many members as possible to attend what
Ecotoxicologists learn about Minimata in the will be a very good conference. Keep an eye
very first weeks of fAEcoOt oxpueférmédinforrdafbh if futdrdissues df
took me right back to my student days. The EndPoint.

museum there was excellent and despite being

a seasoned pollution biologist, | was very Science and Technology Australia

moved to see the stark reality of the result of

mané6s ignorance of toxic chRgyk&dehshre B &tlndthe STAAGM on
industrial carelessness. Friday the 23 ™ of November when our
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From La Presidenta

illustrious immediate past president Ross Smith was unanimously elected President of STA. | know
that he will do us proud and ensure SETAC Au is recognised as a premier scientific society.

We were also privileged to be addressed by Professor lan Chubb, the Chief Scientist of Australia and

listen to his vision for shaping science in Australia. He stated that the draft National Research

Involvement Plan is now with Government after the comments and reviews. It states that the

Government should invest in research capacity, however that research should be prioritised as in

the EU, UK and US. There are likely 5 most significant challenges identified. The one most relevant

to SETAC Au would be ALiving with a changing Environme
innovation, a plan to place fresh PhD students in Industry and awarding cash initiatives and tax

breaks to do so and making it compulsory for Universities to have a single semester placement for
undergraduates in industry. He has proposed longer periods for research grants i uptob5years
and simplifying IP contracts T to make a single IP contract for all Universities and Industry. Also
proposed are new schemes for ECRs. There was also discussion on not penalising academics for

working for a period in industry and women taking family time when a lack of publications was

evident.

When | had the opportunity to ask a question | asked Prof Chubb why it has been so difficult in the
last few years to encourage Australians to undertake PhDs in Science (while heaps of internationals
apply) and he answered that it was clear that academic places were saturated and that we should
encourage our PhD students to diversify, take jobs in Industry and not become clones of ourselves!

| trust all SETAC Au members had a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and thank you for
your support in 2012.

Dayanthi Nugegoda (dayanthi.nugegoda@rmit.edu.au )
President

Melbourne & host of SETAC Au 2013 Conference (More on p. 14)
(Image source:http://goaustralia.about.com)
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