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From the Editor

Hello and welcome to the second edition of Endpoint for 2021! You might notice that
Endpoint looks a bit different this time around but fear not, it still  includes the old
favourites. My aim for this new format was to make Endpoint more engaging and
interactive, something you can have fun reading with a cup of tea! I have included a
survey (link here and at the end of this issue) so you can let me know what you think
of the new Endpoint and any suggestions you may have.

This issue is jam packed with updates from our regional representatives, student and
member profiles and upcoming events and opportunities. Thanks to everyone who
contributed! As per usual, this issue will be available for you to download at anytime
from the SETAC AU website.

I'd also like to take this opportunity to echo Darren Koppel  (our previous comms
officer)  about  the  power  of  our  social  media  platforms  (Twitter,  LinkedIn  and
Facebook). Our posts to these platforms routinely get ~800 impressions each (as
many as 2,500 impressions on twitter!), which means these platforms are a unique
way to extend your research impact and networks on a global scale.

To help you reap this member benefit I need you help - please send through any
content  you  have,  whether  it  be  an  upcoming  event  or  job  opportunity,  a  new
publication, cool artwork or an interesting story to tell.

I hope you can all share a safe and happy holiday season with your loved ones. See
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you in 2022!

Cheers,
Sarah McDonald

Communications Officer
mcdonalds1@student.unimelb.edu.au

From the President

Hello everyone and welcome to the latest issue of Endpoint. This is our first edition of
the newsletter in its revamped form, which is hopefully a bit easier to access and
navigate than the old PDF format. Please tell us your thoughts and any suggestions
for other content you would like to see included.  I would like to thank Darren Koppel
as the outgoing Comms Officer,  and Sarah McDonald  as  the  incoming  Comms
Officer for all the effort they have gone to in getting the newsletter into its current
form. This is my first report as the newly elected SETAC AU President and I thank
everyone  for  your  support  and  look  forward  to  leading  the  society  through  this
particularly  challenging and changeable time with the ongoing implications of  the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

I’m privileged to work along side an exceptional group of dedicated people in SETAC
AU Council,  in  particular  Andrew Harford  who  has  done  an  outstanding  job  in
building  up  membership  numbers  and  strengthening  our  ties  with  other  SETAC
Chapters  and  World  Council,  as  well  as  other  organisations  such  as  Science  &
Technology Australia.  Under his leadership Council has achieved many things, most
notably  the  upgrade  of  the  SETAC  AU  website,  the  Australasian  ecotoxicology
database (ANZTOX), the Global Horizon Scanning Project (GHSP) paper and most
recently  a  response to  the National  Environmental  Prediction System (NEPS).    I
would like to thank Andrew for  the amazing job he has done during his time as
SETAC AU President and hope he enjoys the well-earned rest after so many years of
hard work for the Society.

I would also like to thank Susi Vardy, who has played an invaluable role as secretary
for the last four years, and Darren Koppel who has dedicated so much of his time to
getting the new website and ANZTOX database up and running, as well as greatly
increasing  our  presence  on  social  media  platforms  Twitter  and  Facebook.  Other
outgoing  council  members  include  Katelyn  Edge  (Strategic  Directions  Officer),
Gwilym Price (Student Rep) and regional reps Lisa Golding and Jason Dunlop.  
All  have done a great job and I  would like to thank them for their  service to the
Society. 

Im really excited to commence work with the incoming Council, including Francesca
Gissi (Vice-President), Shelley Templeman (Secretary), Aleicia Holland (Strategic
Directions Officer),  Sarah McDonald (Communications Officer)  and Danielle  Hill

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

Endpoint Vol 28, Issue... https://mailchi.mp/c33d11d71657/endpoint-vol-28-issue-2?e=0a0f935b40

2 of 14 14/12/21, 9:04 am

mailto:mcdonalds1@student.unimelb.edu.au
mailto:mcdonalds1@student.unimelb.edu.au
https://us5.list-manage.com/survey?u=5a84fd7c48f39230daed3620b&id=f6c7a42a7b&e=0a0f935b40
https://us5.list-manage.com/survey?u=5a84fd7c48f39230daed3620b&id=f6c7a42a7b&e=0a0f935b40
https://australasia.setac.org/about-us#office/
https://australasia.setac.org/about-us#office/
https://australasia.setac.org/about-us#office/
https://australasia.setac.org/about-us#office/
https://australasia.setac.org/
https://australasia.setac.org/
https://app.australasia.setac.org/
https://app.australasia.setac.org/
https://setac.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ieam.4180
https://setac.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ieam.4180
https://australasia.setac.org/our-science-item/national-infrastructure-for-environmental-protection
https://australasia.setac.org/our-science-item/national-infrastructure-for-environmental-protection
http://eepurl.com/hJ8mI1
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=5a84fd7c48f39230daed3620b&id=396f575154
javascript:;


(Student Rep). They have wasted no time in getting straight to work, so stay tuned
for  updates  on workshops and other  events  that  we have in  store  for  2022.    In
addition, we also welcome new regional reps for NSW (Susan Wilson)  and QLD
(Mikaela Nordborg).

As a Victorian that has endured several months of lockdowns and travel restrictions, I
can really feel for those of you that are separated from your family and friends, both
interstate  and  overseas.  During  times  like  these,  it’s  important  that  we  all  stay
connected, and this of course extends to our work colleagues and in particular, our
“SETAC family”. The pandemic has forced us to modify how we communicate with
our peers and has seen much of our formerly in-person interactions having to switch
to online webinars and workshops.

These have become popular and widely accepted, and have the benefit of allowing
participation  from  anywhere  in  the  world  (with  a  stable  internet  connection!),
regardless of geographic location.  We have seen this through the high participation
rates  for  regional  webinars  and  for  Brad  Clarke’s  very  successful  EnviSMART
seminar series of which SETAC AU are an ongoing sponsor.  And, of course we also
ran the 2021 conference as a fully virtual event back in September.  The conference
wasn’t quite the same without a packed social program and conference dinner with
the all-important dancefloor, but nevertheless I think we were able to deliver a great
event and I’m pleased to say that we had the highest number of registrations for any
SETAC Australasia  /  ASE conference  (not  counting  joint  conferences  with  other
societies). For a more detailed conference report, click here.

Finally, I would like to wish all SETAC members and their families a safe and happy
festive season.  This year has been tough in so many ways and whilst many of us
thought that this year would see a return to ‘normality’ after the disruptions of 2020, it
wasn’t to be.  I am hopeful that 2022 will be a much better year for all of us and I am
really looking forward to attending at least some face-to-face SETAC events in the
new year. 

Take care everyone, and I hope to see you all soon. 
Kathryn Hassell

SETAC-AU President
kathryn.hassell@rmit.edu.au
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Regional Reports
What have the members of SETAC AU

been up to?

Click here to read reports from our
regional representatives around Australia

and Aotearoa/New Zealand.

New in ABEEC
 

Assessment of molecular biomarker
responses in common bully

(Gobiomorphus cotidianus) from the
Mataura River

Louis A. Tremblay, James M. Ataria, Gen Kume,
Olivier Champeau, Katherine Trought, Grant L.

Northcott and Andrew Barrick

Access the article here!

What's happening?
 

Events
14th December 2021: Register here for the Mercury Australia 2021 Symposium
23rd February 2022: Register here for the ANZ Water Quality Guidelines Workshop
28th February 2022: STA Science meets Parliament. Find out more here
7th March 2022: Register here for the 11th Annual Young Environmental Scientists
(YES2022) meeting
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21st March 2022: Register here for the 1st Australian and New Zealand
Environmental DNA (eDNA) Conference
12th September 2022: Register here for the International Interdisciplinary
Conference on Land Use and Water Quality (Netherlands)

Award Deadlines
15th December 2021: Science meets Parliament Ambassador Award. For more info
on how to apply click here
15th December 2021: RACI mentoring program EOIs (updated eligibility). For more
info on eligibility and how to apply click here
15th March 2022: AINSE Honours Scholarship. Up to $5,000 to support your
project. Apply here

Opportunities
Ongoing: CSIRO PhD top-up scholarship for project in ecotox-omics. For more
information click here or contact David Beale directly
Ongoing: PhD opportunity in Environmental Geochemistry with The University of
Otago, NIWA and ANU. More information here
Ongoing: PhD scholarship opportunities with Pollution Science Research Group
(University of New England), including scholarships for domestic students. Contact
Sue Wilson or Matt Tighe for more information
Ongoing: Multiple PhD scholarship opportunities with Queensland Alliance for
Environmental Health Sciences (QAEHS, The University of Queensland). For the full
list of available projects and further information click here
Ongoing: The Contaminants, Standards and Advice branch at the Department of
Environment are currently looking to fill an APS6 and an EL1 role within the
Chemicals Management Branch. Contracting role as a contaminated site assessor -
preferably with a contaminated land and/or chemistry background. Contact Bruce
Gray or Katie McPherson for more information

Student Corner

View more opportunities
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Hi All,

I’m your new SETAC AU student rep! I’m a PhD student with Griffith University but
based in Sydney at ANSTO. I’m excited to help our student group get involved with
everything SETAC has to offer. If you have any questions, concerns or ideas please
send me an email!

Danielle Hill

Student Representative
danielle.hill2@griffithuni.edu.au

SETAC YES 2022
 

The 11th Annual Young Environmental Scientist (YES) meeting is being hosted by the Asia-
Pacific Student Advisory Council next year.

It’s a free online conference  for all  SETAC students and will  be held over a few time
zones to allow as many students as possible to participate. It’s a great way to engage with
student research from around the globe and have an opportunity  to present  your own
research.

Abstract submission is now open and closes 6th January 2022.

Submit your abstract here
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Updated Eligibility - EOIs for RACI Mentoring
Program 2022

 
The program offers students and ECRs a wonderful opportunity to gain unique knowledge
and insights from industry experts and develop their careers. The full cost of the program is
AU$300 p/a and SETAC-AU will subsidise this cost by providing AU$200 per SETAC-AU
student member, with the student paying AU$100 for the year.

You must be a current SETAC-AU student member or recent graduate  (i.e. within 3
years of graduation) to be eligible for the SETAC-AU registration subsidy.

Please note that there is now no longer any requirement for duration of membership
to  be  eligible  for  the  SETAC-AU  registration  subsidy.  The  individual’s  membership
duration will be assessed during the selection process.

EOIs are still open and close on the 15th December 2021.

Student Spotlight
with Emily Bryson

Member Spotlight
with Melanie Trenfield

 

For information on how to submit your EOI click here
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Emily is a third year PhD student who
knows a thing or two about dog poo. Click

here for her story

Click here to read about Mel's
serendipitous career in ecotoxicology

SETAC AU Science meets Parliament Ambassador
Award
Science meets Parliament (SmP) is the major event hosted by Science and Technology
Australia (STA). SmP brings together about 200 of Australia’s top scientists and puts them
face to face with the decision makers in Canberra. Participants include parliamentarians,
staffers, lobbyists and journalists plus scientists from all disciplines.

As a member society of STA, SETAC-AU can nominate (up to) two delegates to attend
SmP. Typically, one delegate will be a senior member and one will be early career, within
5 years of graduating the last degree.  The nominated delegates will be awarded with
complementary event registration for SmP. 

Nominees should have been a SETAC member for a minimum of 2 years and currently
live/work/study in Australia.  Please submit to australasia@setac.org a one page CV
and a cover letter briefly stating:

• How attending the event will benefit you.
• Why you want to attend SmP as a SETAC-AU representative.
• Any previous contributions that you may have made to SETAC-AU.

Applications are still open and close on the 15th December 2021.

Apply for the award here
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EnviSMART 2022
EnviSMART hosted by the Australian Laboratory for Emerging Contaminants (ALEC) and
sponsored by SETAC AU is back for it's third year in February 2022! Keep up to date with
upcoming seminars here.

If  you  missed  the  last  EnviSMART  seminar  of  2021  (Drew  Szabo  'Transport,
Bioaccumulation and Impact of Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFASs) in Birds from
South-east Australia') you can watch it here. The slides are also available to access and
download here.

Member shout-outs
 

CSIRO Lifetime Achievement Medal

Dr Rai Kookana was awarded the CSIRO Lifetime Achievement Medal by the CEO
of CSIRO Dr Larry  Marshal  on 29 November 2021 for  ‘pioneering  new areas  of
science which provide the foundation for CSIRO’s research platforms on emerging
chemicals of concern for environmental protection in Australia and globally’

This  award  recognises  individuals  with  a  record  of  sustained  and  meritorious
achievements in science, technology, and innovation.

Heartfelt  congratulations  to  Rai  from the  SETAC SA regional  contingent  on  this
award  recognising  his  many  achievements  and  contributions  to  environmental
science through his work at CSIRO.
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University of New England Chancellors Medal

Sajanee Gunadasa received the University of New England Chancellors medal
on her PhD titled “Arsenic and cadmium co-contamination in agronomic soils:
Risks and options for management”. Her fieldwork paper in Exposure and Health
was featured on Sri Lankan TV where exposure to As and Cd are thought to be
possible contributors to chronic kidney disease in rural populations.

Student completions and graduations

Carly Monaghan (University of Adelaide)
Marina Santana (JCU)
Joan Li (JCU)
Vilde Snekkevik (JCU)
Anthony Evans (La Trobe University)
Sajanee Gunadasa (UNE)
Atefeh Esmaeili (UNE)
Roozbeh Ravansari (UNE)
Manuel de Simas (UNE)
Sarah McDonald (UniMelb)
Ashley Clifford (RMIT)

Successful grants and scholarships

Gwil Price  - Wildlife Ecology Research Scholarship
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Nicola Forster - Inaugural SETAC-AP Student Research Grant
Farzana  Kastury  -  AINSE  Early  Career  Research  Grant  and  AMP  Tomorrow
Foundation Grant

🎉Please send through your achievements (big or small) so we can celebrate with you!🎉

SETAC AU Membership
 

To join SETAC AU visit the SETAC Asia-Pacific page www.setacap.org and make
sure to request membership (no extra fee!) to SETAC AU to keep being involved in
the Australasia chapter.

SETAC AU offers discounted membership rates to all recent graduates. The rate
is AU $65 for your the first year after graduation, AU $95 for the second year and AU
$130 for your third year.

For more information on how to join SETAC AU, keeping your details up to date and
renewing your membership use the link below 👇

More membership information here
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Current SETAC Award Winners

Hung Tan wins the inaugural Peter
Teasdale Memorial Award

Read about it here

Rafiquel Islam wins the 2021SETAC AU
Postgraduate Research Publication Award

Read about it here

Darren Koppel wins the SETAC / ICA
Chris Lee Award for Metals Research

Read about it here

Sharon Hook wins the IEAM Best Paper
Award

Beyond Thresholds: A Holistic Approach to
Impact Assessment Is Needed to Enable

Accurate Predictions of Environmental Risk from
Oil Spills

Your SETAC AU Council 2021-2023
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Happy Holidays from SETAC AU!
Till next year! 🔔🎉🎅🎁🎄🎊

Thoughts on the new Endpoint?

Let us know! Take the quick survey below 👇

Copyright © 2021 SETAC AU, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

Get the know the council here

Click here to take the survey
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