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Welcome to the August 2018 edition of Endpoint. One of my favourite things about editing 
Endpoint is getting to read about the exciting work that SETAC AU members have been 
doing and this edition does not disappoint. We have Regional Reports from New South 
Wales, Northern Territory, Queensland, Victoria and Western Australia. If you would like 
your research featured in Endpoint, please contact your regional rep. 

Another special treat in this edition is an article from our 2017 SETAC AU Mid Career 
Medalist Kimberly Hageman. Kim has very kindly given us a summary of her career to date, 
which has included fieldwork in some amazing locations in North America and New Zealand 
(some photos included). The SETAC AU Secretary Suzanne Vardy is featured in the General 
Member Profile, while Michael Bertram, who won the ECETOC Young Scientist Award at 
SETAC Rome, is featured in the Student Profile. SETAC AU students may want to try their 
hand at designing a logo for the Asia Pacific Student Advisory Council (APSAC), with the 
winner receiving free SETAC student membership for a year.  

While the next SETAC AU conference will be held in July 2019 (see below for more 
information), there are plenty of events coming up in the next few months. These include 
the one day anthropogenic debris conference in Sydney (21st August), SETAC-AP in Daegu, 
South Korea (16-19th September) and the Whatôs in our Water Symposium in Canberra (29th 
October - 1st November). Further information about these events can be found in the Whatôs 
Happening section. 

If you need to renew your SETAC membership soon, please have a look at the Membership 
Details section, which includes a reminder from the SETAC AU Treasure Munro Mortimer to 
renew your membership through SETAC Asia-Pacific. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed material to this edition of Endpoint and happy 
reading! 

Best wishes 

Peta Neale (p.neale@griffith.edu.au), Communications Officer 

Message from the Editor 

mailto:p.neale@griffith.edu.au
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Gôday from balmy Darwin, where we are enjoying another 
perfect dry-season, full of pleasant ~30ÁC days and 
spectacular sunsets. I only tease our colleagues trapped in 
the south because the societyôs big news is that the 2019 
SETAC AU conference will be held in Darwin this time next 
year! So, save the dates of 7-10th July 2019 and start 
making your plans for an extended get-away from a dreary 
winter. We have started planning how we will make the 
event a unique territory experience and a conference that 
you will not want to miss. The SETAC AU council and 
members have also been very busy organising other 
regional events for our members.   

The 6th Whatôs In Our Water Symposium (Canberra, 29th 
October - 1st November 2018) is on track to be another  
unmissable event for those interested in emerging 
contaminants and micropollutants. The event will also 
include a workshop to revisit the 2007 ñBlack Mountain 
Declarationò, which will update the research priorities for 
the field. A big thanks to the conference chairs, Anu Kumar 
and Rai Kookana, and the rest of the dedicated organising committee for their continued efforts to 
deliver great meetings. 

SETAC AU is also sponsoring a one day meeting on anthropogenic debris at the Sydney Institute of 
Marine Science on 21st August. The event will feature the world-renowned Prof Richard Thompson 
(Plymouth Uni) and a host of local presenters. Itôs a hot topic and seats are very limited, so donôt 
miss out and register early. See the Whatôs Happening? section in this issue of Endpoint for further 
details. Thanks to Mark Browne for taking the lead to organise the event. 

SETAC AU will also sponsor a special session on the revised Australian and New Zealand Water 
Quality Guidelines at the New Zealand Freshwater Science Society conference (Nelson, 10-14th 
December 2018). Rick van Dam, technical co-ordinator for the project to derive default guideline 
values for toxicants, will be a key presenter at the special session and there will be a list of eminent 
local presenters as well. I hope that the event will attract many New Zealand members and 
potential new members, and Iôm tempted to make the trip across the Tasman myself as I have 
extremely fond memories of the SETAC AU 2015 conference in Nelson. Thanks to Jenni Gadd for her 
leadership and negotiating skills to make this session happen. 

From the President 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
SETAC AU CONFERENCE 
7-10

th
 JULY 2019 

DARWIN 

Mindil Beach Markets 22 July 2018  
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From the President 

Aside from event organising, there have been a myriad of other activities that Iôll briefly mention.   

The SETAC-Asia Pacific conference in Daegu, South Korea, is fast approaching (16 ï 19th 
September) and is promising to be a fantastic event. There is still time to register and we are 
encouraging all SETAC AU members to attend the meeting. We are also helping student and non-
student members get to the event by providing travel awards. We have awarded 1 non-student 
(Jenny Stauber) and 5 student (Timothy Ong, Tim Coggan, Bingxu (Bruce) Nan, Drew Szabo, and 
Maita Subbo) travel awards to attend the conference. Congrats to these well-deserving award 
recipients! I hope they have a great time connecting with our AP colleagues and Iôll be seeing them 
there. 

We have also been actively engaging in STA events and initiatives. Kathryn Hassel (VP) attended 
the President and CEO forum in May, which started our involvement with the STAôs election strategy 
for science. Keep an eye out for our call for travel awards to attend this yearôs Science meets 
Business event in October. 

The chapterôs Global Horizon Scanning paper is progressing and we hope that there will be a draft 
circulated to workshop participants in the near future. Of note was the recent publication of the 
European Geographic Unitôs paper in ET&C (see here). 

Stay safe and happy, 

Andrew Harford, President  

https://setac.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/etc.4205
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New South Wales 

Regional Reports 

SETAC AU NSW held a regional meeting on 8th May 2018 with a great mix of members and non-
members to socialize and enjoy three presentations: 

¶ Katrina Van De Ven: The Social Network: Effectively employing social media for career 
progression 

¶ Tim Remaili: Bioturbation in contaminated sediments: Impact on biogeochemistry and toxicity 

¶ Megan Gillmore: The effects of dissolved nickel and nickel-contaminated suspended sediment 
on the branching coral, Acropora muricata 

Katrina is the Government and International 
Affairs Advisor at the Australian Nuclear Science 
and Technology Organisation (ANSTO), and is 
responsible for guiding the CEO's interactions with 
the Australian and foreign governments. Her 
presentation provided advice for students and 
professionals on how to use social media tools 
such as LinkedIn, Twitter and blogging to build 
networks that are useful for career progression. 
Some attendees were even inspired to tweet 
about the event (@SETAC-AU)! 

Megan and Tim presented components of their 
PhD work as a lead up to attending and 
presenting at SETAC-EU in Rome (see CSIRO 
group report below for more details on this!). 

The presentations were well received by 
attendees and made for a good blend of 
professional development and science in a relaxed 
pub environment! 

Aquatic Ecosystems group, ANSTO Environmental Research, Tom Cresswell 
(tom.cresswell@ansto.gov.au)  

RMIT Honours student Sigrid Wilkens completed a visit to ANSTO during March and April 2018 to 
undertake studies into the bioavailability of nano Zn particles by the amphipod Allorchestes 

compressa. Nano ZnO and ZnCl2 were 
neutron activated in the OPAL research 
reactor to produce the beta- gamma-
isotope 65Zn, which was exposed to 
amphipods over a period of 2 weeks, 
followed by a 2 week depuration period.  
The study confirmed the very soluble 
nature of ZnO nanoparticles at 
environmentally-relevant concentrations 
and suggested that the current ANZECC 
water quality guidelines for soluble Zn 
are sufficient to manage ZnO 
nanoparticles at the <50 Õg/L 
concentration in seawater. Sigrid also 
completed a pilot study into the use of 
A. compressa for sub-lethal toxicity 
testing (reproduction) with Zn and the 
results look very promising. 

University of South Australia 
researchers Thea Lund Read, Casey 
Doolette and Enzo Lombi have been 
using the same neutron activated 65Zn 
products to increase crop quality 

Left to right: Tim Remaili, Katrina Van De Ven and 
Megan Gillmore after presenting at the SETAC AU 

NSW Regional meeting 

Sigrid Wilkens preparing for Zn radiotracer exposures with 
amphipods 

mailto:tom.cresswell@ansto.gov.au























































